
Maternal Employment and Family Maternal Employment and Family 
CaregivingCaregiving: Rethinking Time with : Rethinking Time with 

Children in the ATUSChildren in the ATUS

By
Suzanne Bianchi
Vanessa Wight

Sara Raley
December 8, 2005

ATUS Early Results Conference
Bethesda, Marlyand



Trends in Paid Work and Trends in Paid Work and 
Housework for MothersHousework for Mothers

16.1

20.9

25.7 25.3
22.0

9.3

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

1965 1975 1985 1995 2000 2003

H
ou

rs
 p

er
 W

ee
k

Paid Work



Trends in Paid Work and Trends in Paid Work and 
Housework for MothersHousework for Mothers

16.1

20.9

25.7 25.3
22.0

9.3

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

1965 1975 1985 1995 2000 2003

H
ou

rs
 p

er
 W

ee
k

Paid Work CPS Estimate



Trends in Paid Work and Trends in Paid Work and 
Housework for MothersHousework for Mothers

16.1

20.9

25.7 25.3
22.0

31.9

20.4
18.9 18.6 18.1

9.3

23.6

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

1965 1975 1985 1995 2000 2003

H
ou

rs
 p

er
 W

ee
k

Paid Work CPS Estimate Housework
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Changes in Employed and Changes in Employed and NonemployedNonemployed
MothersMothers’’ Primary Childcare Time: 1975 Primary Childcare Time: 1975 
and 2000and 2000
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Differences between Employed Differences between Employed 
and and NonemployedNonemployed Mothers: 2003Mothers: 2003

Employed Nonemployed Unadjusted Adjusted
Total Work 66.1 51.6 14.5 14.9

Total Unpaid 33.8 50.7 -16.9 -15.6
   Housework 15.0 24.4 -9.4 -9.4
   Childcare 12.0 18.4 -6.4 -5.8

Sleep 58.2 62.5 -4.3 -3.6

Free Time 27.9 39.1 -11.2 -11.9
   TV 11.4 17.6 -6.2 -7.1
   "Adult" 14.5 19.1 -4.6 -6.6

Average Hours per Week Difference



Ratio of Employed to Ratio of Employed to NonemployedNonemployed
MothersMothers’’ Primary Childcare Time by Age Primary Childcare Time by Age 
of Youngest Childof Youngest Child
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Average Hours per Day of Average Hours per Day of NonoverlappingNonoverlapping
Secondary ChildcareSecondary Childcare

2000
NSP

2003
ATUS

2000
NSP

2003
ATUS

2000
NSP

2003
ATUS

Parents with a child <13
  Fathers 21.1 81.1 1.8 5.6 0.4 4.5
  Mothers 46.4 95.2 2.2 7.2 1.0 6.9
     Employed 42.0 95.1 3.0 6.4 0.7 6.1
     Nonemployed 54.9 95.3 1.7 8.7 1.7 8.3

Participants 
Average Daily 

Hours
Overall Average 

Daily Hours

Percent 
Reporting 
Secondary 



Average Hours per Day in Secondary, Average Hours per Day in Secondary, 
Primary + Secondary, and Primary + Secondary, and ““In Your CareIn Your Care””
Childcare, Child <13Childcare, Child <13

4.5
6.1

8.3
5.7

8.1

11.8
8.9

13.0

17.6

0

5

10

15

20

Fathers Employed Mothers Nonemployed Mothers

Secondary Childcare Primary + Secondary  "In Your Care"



Average Hours per Day in Secondary, Average Hours per Day in Secondary, 
Primary + Secondary, and Primary + Secondary, and ““In Your CareIn Your Care””
Childcare, Child <1Childcare, Child <1

4.7
7.0

9.3
6.3

10.8
13.6

10.0

16.9

21.7

0

5

10

15

20

25

Fathers Employed Mothers Nonemployed Mothers

Secondary Childcare Primary + Secondary  "In Your Care"


	Maternal Employment and Family Caregiving: Rethinking Time with Children in the ATUS 
	Trends in Paid Work and Housework for Mothers
	Trends in Paid Work and Housework for Mothers
	Trends in Paid Work and Housework for Mothers
	Trends in Routine and Interactive Childcare for Mothers
	Trends in Routine and Interactive Childcare for Mothers
	Trends in Routine and Interactive Childcare for Mothers
	Trends in Housework and Childcare for Fathers
	Trends in Housework and Childcare for Fathers
	Changes in Employed and Nonemployed Mothers’ Primary Childcare Time: 1975 and 2000
	Differences between Employed and Nonemployed Mothers: 2003
	Ratio of Employed to Nonemployed Mothers’ Primary Childcare Time by Age of Youngest Child
	Ratio of Fathers’ to Mothers’ Primary Childcare Time by Age of Youngest Child
	Average Hours per Day of Primary Childcare and Time with Children
	Average Hours per Day of Primary Childcare and Time with Children
	Average Hours per Day of Primary Childcare and Time with Children
	Average Hours per Day of Nonoverlapping Secondary Childcare
	Average Hours per Day in Secondary, Primary + Secondary, and “In Your Care” Childcare, Child <13
	Average Hours per Day in Secondary, Primary + Secondary, and “In Your Care” Childcare, Child <1

